Law No. 15 of 2021
Amending Certain Provisions of
Law No. 34 of 2005 on Free Zones

Unofficial English version prepared by the Qatar Free Zone Authority
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Note

This publication of Law No. 15 of 2021 Amending Certain
Provisions of Law No. 34 of 2005 on Free Zones has been
prepared in English by the Qatar Free Zones Authority for
information only.

It is not the authoritative or definitive text of that Law and
should not be relied on as such.

In the event of any conflict between the Arabic and
English provisions, the Arabic provision shall prevail.
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Law No. 15 of 2021
Amending Certain Provisions of
Law No. 34 of 2005
on Free Zones

We, Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Amir of the State
of Qatar,

Having reviewed the Constitution; and

The Law of the Qatar Financial Centre issued by Law
No. 7 of 2005, and amending laws thereof; and

The Law No. 34 of 2005 on Free Zones as amended
by Decree Law No. 21 of 2017; and

The draft law submitted by the Council of Ministers;
and

After consulting with the Shura Council;

Have decreed the following Law:

Article 1

The definition of Free Zone provided for in Article 1 of
Law No. 34 of 2005, as referred to herein, is to be
replaced with the following definition:

“Free Zone: A geographic area of the State’s territory
with defined space and boundaries, designated for the
exercise of economic activities, and is considered to
be outside the customs zone of the State.”

Article 2

The provisions of articles (14), (25), (41) and (44) of
Law No. 34 of 2005, as referred to herein, are to be
replaced with the following provisions:
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Article 14:

“The licenses of the Registered Companies shall not
be revoked or suspended except in the case of a
breach of the licensing conditions, and pursuant to a
decision of the CEO.

The concerned party may file a grievance to the Board
within fifteen days from the date of notification of the
decision to revoke or suspend the license. The Board
will decide upon the grievance by way of a reasoned
decision within thirty days from the filing date, and the
lapse of the said period without responding to the
grievance will be deemed as an implicit rejection
thereof. The decision on the grievance or the implicit
rejection, shall be final. The aggrieved party may
appeal the decision rejecting the grievance to the
Regulatory Tribunal established in the Qatar Financial
Centre pursuant to the Law of the Qatar Financial
Centre, as referred to herein within sixty days from the
date of being notified of this decision or from the date
of the implicit rejection, as the case may be.”

Article 25:

"The Board may select from among its members a
Managing Director for the Authority, who shall oversee
the implementation of the policies and decisions of the
Board and shall be accountable before the Board
which shall determine his / her remuneration.

The Board may assign the Managing Director to
oversee the implementation of certain administrative,
financial and technical functions required by the nature
of the work of the Authority.

The Board may delegate some of its powers or
functions to one or more committees comprising of
some of its members. The Board may set the by-laws
governing the work procedures of such committee or
committees.”

Article 41:

"The activities conducted in the State outside the Free
Zone, by an entity established in or carrying out its
business from the Free Zone, regarding contracts,
transactions, or arrangements concluded between this
entity and persons residing in the State or entities
incorporated in the State outside the Free Zone, will be
subject to the laws and regulations applicable in the
State.”
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Article 44:

“The Civil and Commercial Court established in the
Qatar Financial Centre pursuant to the Law of the
Qatar Financial Centre, as referred to herein, shall
have jurisdiction to adjudicate all disputes and civil and
commercial suits between Registered Companies in
the Free Zones, and between the Authority and
individuals and Registered Companies in the Free
Zones, or between Registered Companies in the Free
Zones as one party and between individuals residing
in the State or companies or entities established
outside the Free Zones as the other party, whatever
the nature of the legal relationship which is the subject
matter of the dispute, unless the parties agree to settle
the dispute by alternative means.”

Article 3

Article No. 18 - (bis) shall be added to Law No. 34 of
2005, as referred to herein, with the following
provision:

Article 18 - bis:

“The Board may, following the approval of the Council
of Ministers, designate any buildings or facilities
outside the Free Zone to be administrative
headquarters of Registered Companies in the Free
Zones, within the limits of the license issued to them
and in accordance with the controls established by the
Board.”

Article 4

All competent authorities, each within the area of their
competence, shall execute this Law, which shall be
published in the Official Gazette.

Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
Amir of the State of Qatar
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